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March 2022 Newsletter 
 

École Publique 

Hillcrest Public School 
433 1st Ave, Petrolia, ON N0N 1R0 

http://hillcrest.lkdsb.net  T: 519-882-2260 

Principal: M. A. Newcombe (Andrew.Newcombe@LKDSB.com) 

Secretary: Mme T. Blakey 

Follow us on Facebook: @ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool 

Starting With Gratitude 

As shared last month, being mindful of the things we can be 

grateful for is good for mental health and wellbeing. Here are 

some things for which we are grateful here at Hillcrest 

• Mme Thomas has been running curling sessions with most of 

our students at Hillcrest.  She has provided instructional 

equipment that can be used on the gym floor, as well as 

her expertise, to help students begin a foundational 

understanding of the wonderful game of curling.  Thanks, 

Mme Thomas 

• Our weekly “Vive les vendredis” activities were a hit in 

February.  Of special note, we are grateful to staff and 

students who participated in our Snow Dragon Sculpture 

Session.  Students built scarry and cute dragons alike, to 

show some school pride and participate in a Petrolia town-

wide Snow Monster Competition.  Staff and students had a 

lot of fun, and as luck would have it, we had plenty of 

snow and cool (but not too cool) weather for this event.  

We are also grateful for the STEAM activities that have 

been taking place during these “Vive les vendredis” events 

over the past few months. 

• The response of parents in completing the morning 

screening tool has been impressive.  The number of calls 

 

Upcoming Events 

March 1 

Mardi Gras (see section of the 

Newsletter) 

March 3 

Required Lockdown Drill 

March 8 

Graduation Photos 

March 8 

School Council Meeting at 

6:00 p.m. (School Yard 

Planning) 

March 14 

March Break (March 14 – 18) 

March 23 

Bethany Tiegs of the School 

Board’s Multidisciplinary Team 

is running Learning Skills 

Workshops for students in 

Grade 1-5 

https://www.facebook.com/ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool/
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that need to be made daily to remind parents to complete this screening tool has been 

reduced, drastically.  Thanks for declaring your child(ren)’s COVID School and Childcare 

Screener status daily 

• Students in our Grade 2 and Grade 2/3 classes will be participating in a virtual pen pal 

project with friends in schools from Québec.  As a result of this project, our school is receiving 

twenty-five new iPads to support this endeavour.  Planning sessions with participating 

teachers have been taking place over the past couple of weeks.  We look forward to this 

opportunity for our students to interact with francophone students from Québec 

• Lunch Orders, Popcorn Days, and the Milk Program have returned.  These items, though 

seemingly inconsequential, make our school an even more exciting place to be.  Often food 

is associated with culture, along with language, music, fashion, etc.  As these items are 

returning to our school, we start to feel an enhanced sense of community.  If your child 

missed out on any of these items, and you would like them to be able to participate, these 

items were and will be for sale on School Cash Online at future order dates. 

• We are excited that Mme Pearson has secured a 3-D printer for our school for several weeks.  

Through a program being facilitated by the University of Western Ontario, many students at 

our school will have the opportunity to learn how to design and print using this engaging 21st-

century technology. 

• Students in our Grade 5/6, 6/7, and 8 classes went on a field trip on Thursday, February 24th to 

River Valley Golf and Tubing.  Everyone benefited from the beautiful weather, the physical 

activity, and the chance to socialize.  We appreciate the parent/guardian volunteers who 

helped facilitate this event. 

Mardi Gras 

As has been shared by classroom teachers in advance of this event, on Tuesday, March 1st, Mardi 

Gras will be celebrated at Hillcrest.  Mardi is the French word for Tuesday, and gras means “fat.” In 

France, the day before Ash Wednesday came to be known as Mardi Gras, or “Fat Tuesday.”  Here 

at Hillcrest, we are celebrating the French origins of this celebration.  Students have been or will be 

making masks on or before the day of celebration.  Pancakes will be made on site today for 

students (they will be delivered to classes at different times of the day, as the pancakes are 

prepared).  We will hold a school-wide outdoor parade, weather permitting, where students will be 

permitted to show off the Mardi Gras masks that they made.  Students and Staff are also invited to 

wear purple, green, and gold today.  Students will also learn about the History of Mardi Gras and 

the connections to our Canadian roots.  In particular, they will learn about the Acadians, who were 

descendants of French colonists who settled in Acadia, now Nova Scotia, and adjacent areas and 

who later settled in the fertile bayou lands of Southern Louisianna.  Students will discover a lot and 

have plenty to celebrate during this festivity.   

Changes to Arrival Procedures 

Starting Monday, March 7th, we are excited to make the following changes to arrival procedures.  

As students arrive at school between 8:40 a.m. and 8:50 a.m., they will enter our school recess yard, 
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rather than entering the school directly.  Students will enter at their assigned yard gate depending 

on their assigned class (one of two gates leading to our schoolyard).  Students and families will 

receive class-specific instructions from homeroom teachers, prior to Monday’s changes.  Of note, 

for now, students are asked to not arrive on the school property prior to 8:40 a.m., as there is no 

supervision prior to that time (this has not changed).   At 8:50 a.m., students will be entering the 

school at their traditional entrance doors, which they would enter at the end of regular recess time.  

Once again, more information will be coming from homeroom teachers so students and families are 

aware of the gate at which students should enter the yard at or after 8:40. 

As usual, if students arrive after 8:50, they (or parents) need to ring the bell at the front door and 

report to the office for attendance purposes. 

We look forward to students having more opportunities to get some fresh air, to play with their 

friends, and to start the day off with a little physical activity at this key part of the school day. 

Please contact the school if you have any questions about this change. 

Upcoming Spirit Wear? 

We are very excited about our upcoming Spirit Wear Order.  The School 

Council has been working tirelessly to provide opportunities for students 

and staff this year.  This is just one more example of how parents serving 

on the School Council can bless the lives of not only their children but all 

the children in our school community.  Through the School Council, we 

are pleased to announce that our Spirit Wear Online Store will be 

opening soon.  To add some fun to this upcoming Spirit Wear Order, we 

conducted a school-wide class-by-class survey to determine what logo 

students would want to see on their Spirit Wear.  Students voted and 

have selected this logo to the right to be used temporarily for this order.  

We think that they have made a great choice.  Nice work, Dragons.  The ordering site is almost 

completed.  In the coming day(s), an email will be sent to all families providing more details and 

sharing the website address.   

‘Count Me In LKDSB’ Student Demographics Survey 

The Lambton Kent District School Board (LKDSB) is launching the Count Me In LKDSB Student Census 

March 1-25, 2022 to collect information to better understand its students and school communities. 

This voluntary and confidential survey will collect demographic information about students, such as 

race, ethnicity, language, religion, gender identity and sexual orientation. The list of questions is 

posted on the LKDSB website. 

The Count Me In LKDSB Student Census will reflect information about student populations and 

school communities to help identify systemic barriers and bias within the education system. It will 

https://www.lkdsb.net/Board/Demographic%20Data%20Census/Pages/Demographic%20Data%20Census.aspx#/=
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help to ensure LKDSB is providing effective programming to support student success and well-being, 

as well as allocate resources to where they are needed most. 

COVID Protocol Update 

To support schools with an ongoing supply of tests, additional rapid antigen test kits were shipped 

out to schools. As per the February 1st Ministry Memo; R.A.T. kits will only be provided to 

students/staff when they return from an unplanned absence or dismissal at school/childcare and 

require more tests in the event of another episode of absence. This is being shared, as a result of 

changes to previous communication, when at the time, it was communicated that all students and 

staff would receive two tests monthly, which is no longer the case. 

Individual Education Plans and Universal Supports 

Lastly and perhaps most importantly, families of students with Individual Education Plans will receive 

proposed updated plans on or before March 11th.  This is an important part of the school year.  As 

students with the greatest needs are prioritized, undoubtedly every student receives what they 

need.  Often accommodations found on IEPs are great universal supports for all learners.  As 

educators strive to make the accommodations on IEPs come alive, students without IEPs benefit 

from these universally beneficial learning accommodations.  Every learner has unique needs.  Even 

if your child doesn’t have an IEP, consider contacting your child(ren)’s teacher(s) to discuss your 

child(ren)’s unique learning needs and how they are being met in the classroom.  Consider 

providing insight into things you have learned about your child while learning with them in your 

home.  Remember, you are always the expert of your child, and we become better at supporting 

your child as deep, rich conversations between home and school take place. 

Final Thoughts 

As shared last month, we are always here to help.  Sometimes it goes unsaid, but please know that 

you can always contact the school for assistance.  Traditionally, it is recommended that you reach 

out to your child(ren)’s teacher(s) first.  As they truly know your child better than anyone in our 

building and are the very best partners with parents to promote student success.  You can always 

reach out to me, Andrew Newcombe, the school’s principal as well, at 

Andrew.Newcombe@lkdsb.net.  My contact information is always at the top of each monthly 

newsletter and on the school’s website.  Please feel free to call the office during business hours, and 

I will do my best to take your call or call you back hopefully in a timely manner. 

Have a great month! 

mailto:Andrew.Newcombe@lkdsb.net

